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Race and Class in Guyanese Politics
Walter Rodney is one of the scholars interested in race, ethnicity, and class during the colonial period. He believed that these elements combined to influence the political practice in a particular region. The Black Nationalist and Marxism thoughts stem from the scholar's ideas. Notably, Rodney's video "race and class in Guyanese politics" informs listeners how the British promoted racism between African and Indian Guyanese during the colonial era and the British capitalists' ruling class. 
One of the ways racism was promoted in Guyanese by the British is governance. Whites or the black petty bourgeoisie controlled the local administrations. The leaders had been brainwashed to help Britain oppress the Blacks (Rodney, Race and Class in Guyanese Politics, 1980, 28). Notably, it was the government's role to make and implement laws for the people. Therefore, misleading the leaders to accept discrimination was a reliable method to develop a capitalist society by acting as per the white imperialist system. According to Rodney, the technique succeeded as people trust their leaders easily without assessing the impacts of the actions. Thus, racism was supported among Guyanese by electing people who would be brainwashed to ensure oppression.
Rodney also believed Britain developed racism through cultural nationalism. He says, "The road to black power here in the West Indies and everywhere else must begin with a revaluation of us as blacks and with a redefinition of the world from our standpoint" (Rodney, Race and Class in Guyanese Politics, 1980, 33-34). Here, the scholar notes that the blacks knew the inappropriateness of the whites' stereotypical words, but they also used them. It is the case because they believed the white Europeans were beautiful while being black was ugliness. He adds the situation led to the blacks activists focusing on the words “black is beautiful” (Rodney, Race and Class in Guyanese Politics, 1980, 33). In his idea, the African and Indian Guyanese working-class populations had to unite to make a difference. He claimed that African liberation was dependent on the working class changes. Thus, Britain developed racism by making blacks feel less critical based on cultural nationalism, making the author find the groups' need to unite.  
The British capitalist ruling class's objective was to accumulate wealth at the expense of others. Rodney, whose description is based on capitalism's Marxism view, claimed that stepping stone was necessary for the capitalists (Rodney, Race and Class in Guyanese Politics, 1980, 46). Encouraging and developing racism was a strategy to ensure a large number of people living in poverty. It would force them to work a lot with little pay as they were dependent on the masters. Additionally, the idea would help the capitalists accumulate more wealth, therefore higher power. The capitalist ruling class believed that private possession of the means of production while misusing the employees was the only way to control the Guyanese. They, therefore, had to divide the African Americans with Indians so to control the production.
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